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Items of Interest on Connecticut

The Connecticut valley has the most
fertile land in New England.

Garnet and quartz are quarried in
large quantities in the western part of
the state for sandpaper and polishing
purposes.

Connecticut produces three-fourths
of the tobacco crop of Xew England,
and in value ranks fifth among the
states of the Union.

Other important agricultural prod-
ucts are hay, potatoes, orchard fruits,
and eggs.

Connecticut formerly led all other
states in the production of fur hats,
generally known as "derby" and "soft"
hats, but it is now second to Pennsyl-
vania. This industry is centered in
Danbury, Norwalk and Bethel.

The leading industry of Connecticut
is the production of rolled brass and
copper, in which it ranks first among
the states of the Union.

It is also first in the production of
hardware, plated and britannia ware,
brass castings and brass finishings,
clocks, watches and corsets.

It is second in the manufacture of
sewing machines and attachments, cut-
lery and edge tools, and rubber goods.

Connecticut leads the United States
in the special manufacture of small
wares such as lamps and reflectors,
needles and pins, buttons, and bells,
screws and hardware.

Questions

"What is the area of Connecticut?
Which states are smaller?

"What are the principal rivers?

What are the chief agricultural
products?

How does Connecticut rank in the
production of "derby" and "soft" hats?
Clocks? Cutlery? Boots and shoes?
Sewing machines?

What <jan yon tell about Hartford,
Bridgeport, Waterbnry, Ansonia?

What is the importance of New Ha-
ven? What are some of its manufac-
turing industries?

Yale University founded?

which is owned or leased by the New York,
New Haven & Hartford system. This road
owns or controls 850 miles of track. Electric
railways are found in all the important
towns, and the state maintains over 9,000
miles of highway. The numerous inlets on
the coast provide good harbors, and New
London, New Haven, and Bridgeport are
important ports. The state carries on an
extensive commerce, owing to its great
variety of manufactures.

Education and Institutions. Connecticut
maintains a good system of public schools,
supported in part by income from the state
school fund and in part by local taxation.
There are normal schools at Danbury, New
Haven and Willimantic, and a teachers col-
lege at New Britain. Connecticut State Col-
lege is located at Storrs, and among higher
institutions of learning the most noted are
Yale University at New Haven, Wesleyan
University at Middletown, Trinity College
at Hartford, and Connecticut College for
Women at New London.

The state maintains a hospital for the in-
sane at Middletown and a school for the
feeble-minded at Lakeville, also two institu-
tions for the deaf and one for the blind.
There are also numerous hospitals and
sanitariums, and each county has a temporary
home for the indigent. The state's prison is
at Wethersfield, and there are reformatories
at Meriden, Cheshire, Hartford and New
Haven. All of these institutions are under
the supervision of a state board of charities.

Cities. The largest city of Connecticut is
Hartford, which had a population of
164,072 in 1930, according to the Federal
census. The next five cities, in order of size,
were New Haven (162,655), Bridgeport
(146,716), Waterbury (99,902), New Britain
(68,128), and Stamford (46,346).

Grovermnent. Connecticut has been organ-
ized since 1637. In 1639 a constitution was
adopted which, it is claimed, was the first in
the world formed by a social compact. This
constitution was confirmed by Charles II in
1662. It was replaced by a state constitution
in 1818,

The general assembly consists of a Senate
of thirty-five members and a house of repre-
sentatives of 258 members. The state officers
are a governor, lieutenant-governor, secre-
tary of state, treasurer, comptroller, attor-
ney-general, adjutant-general and commis-
sioner of insurance. The term of office is two